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y Drew Plan to 


Oust SandinistaS; 

_ -j I ; 


i J 


By Robert Party 


.-.Three years ago, as the adnun* 
istration assured ---Congrt^ . that ■ 
ousting Nicaragua’s leftist-govem- 
nent was not a.U.S."goa],-ClA|>ara- ' ' 
militaiy officers prepared^aid <ain-'^ 
Utious plan to adiieve ^t objec- j 
live, -according tb'U.Sri^aals.'«H ^ 

'•rOne' knowledg0able'«fficial,Vw1t6'' * 
^Ntke only on condition -that -he'not- 
be= identified, --aud a-thnCitablr-for'' 
overthrowing the Sandinintai xegyne?' 
^.ithe end of 1983 was^wiitten by 
senior .'CIA parannhtaiyfoCBcersnn j 
ariy'a982,'shoitIy'.after--'f¥esident | 
Reagan authorized .start ^ J 

ver t - o p er ationag^nsttiUdiragaif in' ' 
Decemherl98l;-'^^»’^*»^ -^^^ ; 
r “There were dlways twb'tra<^,'" ’ 
said the official— the publidy stated* ^ 
CIA objecthe of interdi^g^eiap^ v 
ons going -from' Nicaragtia'-t&^leftist- : 
Salvadoran guerriUas'.iOnd'the'bver* A’ 


leas.it hrings therrebels into the gov* 
enuitent a^ dianges its policies. 

. Denouncing the current govern- - 
‘inent-as a *conunuiust,.tota)itaiian 
state^iReagan' urged resumption 
aid -to. the rebels, 'wdibm he 
f .caU^'t^lreedom fighters.*.^ co^^ 

{ . greasional ban on (aiding the irebels 
riesqiiirM'ThursdayjT’^v 
' '^^[iTberfrist offidal saidBie tnnetable 


t,nas.-.about a balf-dora pag^'king 
C:ye|]id*aet.:W projeeted^^tnonffi^- 
f monffi •- of ‘tiib' ' CIA-bacic^ 

^^rmyppto'theendof th^ _ 

an&Sandinista rebels were to marclT 
'.'iAtobfanagua and seize'power.^?^^- f*-'-- 
' The offidal said the timetable - 
“warpbced to;a-ffle thatoontained.' . 
Virajor poUcy statments^l^^ 
^opvc^'operation and wasPhown'to* 
t'key^QA ^rsonnd -worldng on Nic-* ? 

■* -I If—.' - .i'S J - 

' -anigaa xnonths after it was written.^, 
L^eadded that CIA Director Willira j 
^ i;Ca8ey knew of the document. ' ' 


r. 


throw of the' Sahilini^ ..gdymiir--! 
toent; 

*' Dut an administrationoffidal ^d.;^ 
the plan propoting large^ode^ U.^ . 

’ baddng for the xebels’jie^ was 
‘ approved and was *«> abond evi»y- . 
one laughed at if He said the plan ; 
-was. only an attempt to show,' ’’in ' 
theory, what we could do- ■ ? ' 

This official, ttiio .also demanded 
'* anonymity, argued that tlK CIA’s 
refusal to provide .ffie iNk^guan. 

' rebels with suffideht^hilitaiy sup= 

' plies to overthrow the gbvei^eirt 
I -ms -proof -tiial^ thefadministiatioh ^ 

’ never intended fto mid ^the .'Sandie r 
•'■nbtas.' ('• rr >i ••> ; r 

-•^t was a honplan];’^’one'^fficia]~ 

■ said.'’’THey Tthe auffidty) ww heint 
’ back to the drawing boari* 

■ ' But in his toughest statement of 
' his Nicaraguan policy to date, 'Rea- 
gan said 'at ids news conference 

’ Thursday that he is seddng the re- 
moval of the Sandinista regime un- 


He said the ouster plan, was dis- 1 
(Hcaxd^ only when .tbe.Ci/l rerog-" 

‘ hized in the spring 1983 tiiat the-; 
rebds' could still not inouht'a 'seri-' ' 
>ouSthallenge tothe;Sahdinista'g(w- . 
ernment. He said it theii 'became ^ 
ndi^’ that {the timetiii>le]}was 
pfeThi the-dy." : — * “ 

- 'CIA .spokesman- George Laudd- 
refused . comment shout, the pur-i^' 
!_portedtoetable. 

y In sdret testimony before con- ^; 
I7‘greda6nart>vertight committees in j 
. T982, Casey denied .lhat tiie covert j 
-^-d’cration was intended to'crust tbe^‘‘ 
’' Sandinista goveihmbntyiiaccordih^^ 
^ to' administration aiid-c^mgresadhal *'• 
^-officials. 
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